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Having seen three young conductors – 
Brandon Phillips, Xavier Cloete and Chad 
Hendricks - benefit from specialized training in 
America, Len van Zyl, founder of the national 
conductors’ competition that bears his name, 
is confident that the fourth competition will 
also produce another worthy young conductor 
ready to bear the South African mantle here 
and abroad. 

Always mindful of the fact that South Africa 
is blessed with an abundance of musical 
talent and that the country is privileged to 
have many good teachers at a large number 
of music education facilities where students 
can hone their skills as singers, dancers and 
instrumentalists, Van Zyl was also aware that 
the same cannot be said for the advanced 
training of conductors ... that specialised and 
vitally important function of music making 
which is essential to ensure that ensemble 
playing is achieved in a way which maximises 
the quality and co-ordination of the end 
product, especially in orchestral music.

He thus conceived the idea of creating a 
platform for young South Africans with the 
potential to become symphony conductors.

In 2008, his dream was realized and the 
Len van Zyl Conductors’ Competition was 
established in partnership with the Cape 
Town Philharmonic Orchestra, with which 
the contestants work in the final round.  Other 
valuable components of the competition 
include the participation of Professor Victor 
Yampolsky of Northwestern University, 
Chicago, who chairs the adjudication panel 
and who also provides master classes to all 
participants; the renowned Philadelphia 
Orchestra which takes on the winner as a 

Inaugural competition winner, Brandon Phillips
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BACKGROUND

conducting intern; and counsel and advice 
from various well-known conductors both 
South African and international.

Three competitions have already been 
successfully held, with interest from all over 
the country. More than 50 were accepted in 
the competitions in 2009/10, 2012/13 and 
2015/16. 

All other participants also benefited from the 
experience and from the master classes.  

Xavier Cloete won the second competition Chad Hendricks, the third competition winner.

Brandon Phillips, inaugural winner



BRANDON
PHILLIPS2010

PREVIOUS WINNERS

Winner of the Inaugural Len van Zyl Conductor’s Competition 
in 2010, Brandon Phillips started his music career in the New 
Apostolic Church where he learned various instruments and also 
choral training. He studied bassoon and viola at the University 
of Cape Town, receiving his Diploma for orchestral studies and 
B Mus Honours in solo bassoon in 2005. Phillips currently is  
resident conductor and principal bassoon of the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra, and music 
director of the Cape Town Philharmonic Youth Orchestra.

As a result of the Len Van Zyl competition, Phillips studied conducting in the United States 
at the Northwestern University in Chicago under Maestro Victor Yampolsky. While in the 
US, Phillips was a conducting intern with the Philadelphia Symphony Orchestra. He has also 
assisted Dutch conductor Arjan Tien with concerts in Holland and Germany and on a overseas 
concert tour with the Miagi Orchestra was singled out for his conducting in venues  such as 
the Berliner Philharmonie and the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam.

Phillips is regularly invited as an adjudicator and conductor for various competitions such as 
the ATKV, Artscape Youth, Unisa Winds and the Schock Singing competitions.

He works with many of South Africa’s orchestras and choirs. These include the Miagi Youth 
Orchestra Festival and Sasol National Youth Festival as well as the Johannesburg Festival 
Orchestra, Unisa Symphony Orchestra, Bloemfontein University Symphony, Black Tie Ensemble, 
the Cape Town Philharmonic Choir, the New Apostolic Symphony and Choir and, of course, the 
Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra. He has also conducted at the Stellenbosch International 
Chamber Music Festival and has become a ballet conductor of note. In 2012, Phillips received 
a prestigious award from the Western Cape Minister of Arts and Culture Ivan Meyer for 
“outstanding achievements by the youth”.

Phillips says that for someone starting out, where performance opportunities are very hard to 
come by, the chance to conduct an orchestra in the finals after master classes with experienced 
conductors went a long way to helping him achieve his aim. That he is firmly established on the 
path, thanks to the time spent in America, is clear from the accolades he received in Europe 
when he conducted the Miagi orchestra.



XAVIER
CLOETE2013

PREVIOUS WINNERS

The winner of the second Len van Zyl Competition in 2013, 
Xavier Cloete received his Bachelor’s Degree from the University 
of Stellenbosch in 2011 where his specialized in  bassoon and 
orchestral performance with Ingo Holland, former Principal 
Bassoon of the CTSO and CTPO, and conductor Corvin Matei. 
Upon graduation, he joined the KwaZulu Natal Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

While a bassoonist at KZNPO, he frequently conducted the orchestra’s education programmes. 
He also assisted Lykele Temmingh with rehearsals of the KwaZulu Natal Youth Orchestra. 

Cloete attended the Sasha Mäkilä International Conducting Master Class Series in Mikkeli, 
Finland in January 2013 and again in January 2014. This led to an resulted in an invitation 
from St. Michel’s City Orchestra in Mikkeli, Finland, to conduct the orchestra during its  Spring 
Subscription Season 2014. At this concert, he conducted the Finnish premiere of the Bassoon 
Concerto no. 2 “Leonardo” composed by the English composer Judith Bingham, and gave 
the international premiere of the “Three Sonnets for String Orchestra” by Roelof Temmingh.

As a result of his Len van Zyl competition win, he spent an intensive month serving a conducting 
internship, with Music Director Yannick Nezet-Seguin at the Philadelphia Orchestra, also 
working with conductors like Christoph von Donyani and Andre Bureko. He also completed 
further orchestral conducting studies at Northwestern University in Evanston, Chicago, under 
tutelage of Victor Yampolsky.

During 2013, Xavier appeared as a guest conductor at the 10th anniversary of the Stellenbosch 
International Chamber Music Festival, conducting the opening concert and the South African 
premiere of Paul Patterson’s Three Little Pigs with Peter Louis van Dijk as the narrator.

During 2016, Xavier attended the International Conductor’s Festival in Danville, Kentucky, in 
America, conducting the festival orchestra, Manchester UK’s Piccadilly Symphony Orchestra. 
He made his UK debut with this orchestra in Fenbruary, 2017 and completed a  two-week 
residency in June.   

Cloete is currently bassoon lecturer at Musicon at the University of Free State (UFS), lecturer 
of Orchestral Conducting at Odeion School of Music at UFS, resident conductor and artistic 
director of both the OSM Camarata Orchestra at UFS and Mangaung Symphony Orchestra. 



CHAD
HENDRICKS2016

PREVIOUS WINNERS

Winner of the Third Len van Zyl Conductor’s Competition, Chad 
Hendricks began his musical journey 20 years ago at the age of 
six,  learning the recorder and singing in the choirs of the New 
Apostolic Church. The Church is also where he was first exposed 
to conducting.  He played the violin throughout his primary 
school career and then went on to play the trumpet in high school. 
Hendricks graduated with a B Mus from the University of Cape Town in 2015.

In 2013, he was awarded a 10x10 conducting scholarship from the Stellenbosch International 
Chamber Music Festival. This allowed him to further his conducting studies  with Daniel Raiskin 
and the Staatsorchester Rheinische Philharmonie, in Koblenz, Germany.  He also spent time 
with Arjan Tien in the masters’ conducting programme at the University of Tilburg in the 
Netherlands. Hendricks was included as a passive participant in the 2013 German Conductors 
Forum. 

In February 2016, Chad Hendricks won the coveted Len Van Zyl Conductors’ competition and 
took up a month- long internship with the Philadelphia Orchestra and Yannick Nézet-Séguin, 
as well as a semester in the masters’ conducting programme at the Bienen School of Music, 
Northwestern University, in Chicago, Illinois with Victor Yampolsky. 

Hendricks has conducted the Cape Town Philharmonic, Cape Town Philharmonic Youth and 
the Cape Town Ghoema orchestras and recently conducted the critically acclaimed production, 
“Madness: Songs of Hope and Despair” at the Baxter Theatre in February 2017. He has received 
masterclasses from conductors such as  Victor Yampolsky, Daniel Raiskin, Arjan Tien, Evgeny 
Bushkov and Marc Piollet. He is currently the resident conductor of the New Apostolic Church 
Cape Town Orchestra and the Cape Town Ghoema orchestra. Chad Hendricks is currently in 
the process of completing his post-graduate studies in conducting at the University of Cape 
Town and plans to further his studies overseas in the near future.

“The Len Van Zyl Conductors’ Competition has provided a platform for aspiring conductors 
to develop and grow their skill. The competition also allowed me to believe that our dreams 
can materialise into reality. It  also allowed me to dream bigger and believe that anything 
is possible with continual focus on hard work and perseverance. I am eternally grateful 
to Mr Len Van Zyl, the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra and its management for 
creating such a platform for me to continually learn, grow and begin a career as a conductor. 
I wish each participant in the next competition the best of luck.”
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The Len van Zyl Conductors’ Competition takes place 
every 3 years and includes preparatory master classes 
lead by world-famous visiting conductors. The fourth 
competition will take place in 2018/2019. 

The competition is open to South African nationals 
not older than 33 on 1 January 2019. 

COMPETITION PROCEDURE AND PROGRAMME 

The competition will comprise pre-selection and 
preliminary rounds plus semi-finals and finals, the 
last two with the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra.
Entries for the competition should be submitted no 
later than January 15, 2018. 

Pre-selection based on applications will take place 
by February 15, 2018, and selected candidates will 
be notified of the details of master classes and the 
first preliminary round, which will take place on June 
15-17, 2018. Candidates succeeding in the first round 
will be invited to return in 2019, for the subsequent 
round. This round will immediately be followed by 
the semi-finals and the finals. The finals, which will 
be held on February 10, 2019, will form part of the 
Cape Town International Summer Music Festival. 

ADJUDICATION  |  The adjudicators for the prize will 
consist of a panel of leading experts not necessarily 
limited to Victor Yampolsky, Bernhard Gueller, Richard 
Cock, Louis Heyneman and Brandon Phillips.

PRIZE  |  Participants will compete for a single prize: 
a trip to the United States with a month’s internship 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra and two months 
in Chicago with Prof. Victor Yampolsky and the 
Northwestern University Orchestra. All travel and 
accommodation expenses for the three months’ visit 
to Philadelphia and Chicago will be paid by the Len 

van Zyl Conductors’ Competition. The winner will also 
be given the opportunity to conduct the Cape Town 
Philharmonic Orchestra on a suitable occasion on his/
her return from America. 

REPERTOIRE   |   The repertoire in the first round 
will be:
- Beethoven String Quartet no 5, Opus 18 

1st Movement (without repeats)
and
- Beethoven String Quartet no 11, Opus 95
 1st Movement only.

The music for the semi-final round will be:
- Brahms Haydn Variations
and
- Rimsky Korsakov Scheherezade 

Movement II for piano duo. 

TRAVEL & ACCOMMODATION  |   If selected to 
participate in the master classes and subsequent 
rounds of the competition, candidates who do not 
reside in the Cape Town Metropolitan area will have 
accommodation provided for the duration of their 
required stay. Competitors are responsible for their 
own transport costs to Cape Town. 
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CRITERIA FOR JUDGING

 The  aim of the competition is to identify and promote 
young South Africans who will make the conductors 
of the future. Above passion and charisma,  we are 
looking for the following traits, or the potential to 
expand them:

1.  MUSICAL SKILLS

• Insight and interpretation, repertoire, technical 
verbal and non-verbal skills (baton and hand 
technique, body language) to allow musicians to 
understand interpretation

• Knowledge of orchestration from a conductor and 
a player’s point of view

• The capacity to evoke emotional responses from 
the audience

• Understanding of the history and genres of music

2.  COMMUNICATION SKILLS

• The ability to connect with the musicians and 
convey intentions

• The ability to connect with audiences and inspire 
them

3.  PERSONAL SKILLS

• Podium presence

• Self-confidence and assertiveness

• Enthusiasm

• Integrity

Awareness of the role the orchestra plays in society, 
especially a developing society.

There will be a written exam in which will demonstrate 
your knowledge of the history of music and abilities 
like transposition.

FURTHER RULES 

The decisions of the Organisers and of the Jury are 
final. Applicants must agree to abide by all the above 
regulations. 

Should the jury decide that the necessary standards 
have not been met, the organisers retain the right not 
to announce a winner. 

The organisers reserve the right of radio and television 
broadcast or for inclusion on any CD/DVD  at any stage. 
Participants will receive no financial compensation for 
television, radio or video recordings and broadcasts 
of the competition, including international coverage. 

The winner will not be eligible to take part in future 
Len van Zyl Conductors’ Competitions. 



HOW TO

Apply

4th LEN VAN ZYL CONDUCTORS’ COMPETITION  2018/19

APPLICATIONS MUST INCLUDE: 

1.  The completed application form (see next page) 

2.  A photocopy or scanned version of SA identity document 

3.  Curriculum vitae 

4.  Copies of academic qualifications 

5.  Any other documents providing proof of past work as musician and/or conductor 

6.  A recent photograph 

7.   Video footage

There is no admission fee to enter the competition.  No late entries will be accepted. 

Please note that the documents submitted as part of your entry will not be returned by the competition 
office. Do not send original documents. You will be required to present your original identity document(s) 
for verification at a later stage in the competition. 

APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO ARRIVE BY JANUARY 15, 2018.
THE CLOSING DATE IS FINAL. 

4th  Len van Zyl Conductors’ Competition 
PO Box 4040 
Cape Town, 8000 

OR BY FAX TO
+27 21 425 1009 

OR BY E-MAIL TO
shirley@cpo.org.za 



Entry Form
IDENTIFICATION

Family name:  

First name(s):  

Date of birth:  

South African ID number:  

CONTACT DETAILS:

Address: (no, unit no, building)  

Address: (street)  

Address: (suburb/district)  

Address: (city/town)   Postal code:  

Tel:  Cell:

E-mail:   Fax:  

QUALIFICATIONS & REFERENCES

Educational qualification(s):   

Qualification obtained from: (institution)

Please provide the name and contact details of at least two references 

Reference name 1: Reference name 2:

Position: Position:

Tel:  Tel: 

Cell:  Cell: 

Email: Email:
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EXPERIENCE:

Please describe your experience as a musician in all or any fields. (Use an additional sheet if required.)

CONTINUED 

Entry Form


