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Mr Louis Heyneman (CEO Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra)   

Mr Sergei Burdukov (CPO Manager)  
Maestro Omri Hadari (Conducter) 
CPO Concert Master and other Musicians, Soloists,  
The New Apostolic Church Choir Cape Town Choirmaster and Choristers   
Mrs Shirley Gueller (CPO Marketing Director) 
The Cape Town Music Public  

 
Dear Mr Heyneman and all 

 

ODE TO JOY, Beethoven’s 9th – on Saturday 19th November 2016, during the WPA 
2016 International Congress in Cape Town  

 
It is with much regret still that I am forwarding you this letter of apology to you, in particular, to the Music 
Public of Cape Town, about the fact that the program of the Cape Town Philharmonic Orchestra has been 
interrupted and shortened on the repeat performance night, on Saturday 19th November 2016. 
 
I can mention that the South Africa Society of Psychiatrists (SASOP) and the local organizing committee of the 
congress, in particular the Arts Subcommittee of the WPA International Congress in Cape Town, have been 
working for the past two years to achieve the vision of including a performance by the orchestra in the 
proceedings of the congress. Mr Heynemans has patiently led us through the process of confirming this alliance 
with the PCO and has guided us in the logistics of presenting this particular performance of the Beethoven 9th 
Symphony during the Nov-Dec 2016 spring season. 
 
However, there seems to have been a persisting disconnect between the congress scheduling of the concert at 
19h00 and the traditional starting time at 20h00, with the realization of this only on arrival with the congress 
delegates at the concert. It was suggested to me that it may be possible to request a swop around of the two 
works scheduled, although Maestro Hadari advised that then only the Beethoven could be played. This resulted 
in the very unfortunate omission of the wonderful Schubert work from the performance on Saturday. 
 
As the main aim of the collaboration with the CPO has been, the opportunity of communication with the public 
at large with regards to the whole area of mental health and psychiatry, this unfortunate event seems to 
threaten this very objective, with an experience of bad communication instead, rather than with what was 
intended.  
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In the message from SASOP to the Cape Town Music Public in the program of the concert, I was alluding to the 
importance of working hard on an alliance with the general public on mental health issues, as part of 
Psychiatry’s and psychiatrists social contract. I am personally quite distressed that we might have affected this 
opportunity negatively, and would therefore like to extend my apology beyond the management of the 
orchestra and choir, to the participating musicians, as well as to the members of the wider music fraternity in 
Cape Town. 
 
May I however conclude with another note, but of sincere appreciation and thanks, to the management and 
artists for a magnificent performance of the “Ode to Joy”, which formed a crucial part of the content of the 
academic meeting that we were co-hosting in Cape Town over the past couple of days. 
 
This meeting is drawing to a close today, but as the SASOP we have committed to ourselves to an ongoing 
endeavor to include the arts as a vehicle of transformation in our clinical psychiatric care and, in this way of 
completing some of our unfinished business in our area of work. 
 
With best regards and much appreciation  
 

 
________________________ 
Bernard Janse van Rensburg  
SASOP President (2016-2018)  
 
 
 
 
 

 


